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                                      To kill a Mockingbird: The Feminist Perspective
          The novel is among the most popular and great works of American literature to this day by Harper Lee and it was published in 1960. According to Hodd, It has been part of English literature curriculums in almost every English-speaking province of Canada over many years. The purpose of this work is to carry out a literature analysis of the entire work of Harper Lee and explore the Feminist perspective in her work, since it is one of the themes that have dominated this novel despite the fact that it was published at an age where modernity was still in the primary phases and delve deeper into the feminist perspective and explore the author has used her characters in her work to develop the feminist perspective.
[bookmark: _GoBack]          It is of great importance to discuss the plot of this literature before discussing the feminist perspective. The novel is written during the three years period of the Great Depression, in the town of Maycomb, Alabama. It features a female protagonist whose name is Scout and is living in the town of Alabama together with her father (17). The literature generally is about the life of Scout, featuring her development from her childhood through her adolescence. There are rape case scenarios where a character named Tom Robinson is falsely accused of paring a while lady and he was being tried for the same.
           To kill a mockingbird has focused on different themes like the importance of education, racism, social inequality amongst others but the author has been able to bring out the feminist perspective in her composition in a very interesting way. This work of literature by Harper Lee is a good mirror to show how exactly women were viewed at that time. To develop her feminist perspective theme the author has used literary tools, characterization, irony, and symbolism in her work.
          The author uses symbolism in her work to enhance her feminist perspective and delve deeper into her perspective. In her literature, Harper Lee depicts the condition of women after the accused of a rape case, Tom Robinson was brought into the courthouse and the victim of the rape case experiences an emotional breakdown and all the women are requested to leave the courthouse (157). This shows that women aren't supposed to watch a trial of a rape case and they are not fit to hear about this subject of rape.
            The act of rape is an injustice done against women and is a scenario also of what women are taken for in Maycomb. In her bid to depict this, the author intertwines this with symbolism and uses to kill a mockingbird symbolically. A Mockingbird is an animal that cannot hurt and is meant for enjoyment. The mockingbird is used to depict innocence and purity. This is seen when Tom Robinson gets accused of raping her boss Mayella Ewell. Evidence shows that its Mayella’s father who committed the act of rape but Tom gets implicated just because he is black. 
          The characterization in the story has also been used by the author to portray perfectly her theme of feminism with each of the character being used to make utterances that show how women are viewed in Maycomb and what they are taken for. The author in her work also uses the childhood moments of Scout to depict her theme of feminism. Scout and other kids are playing and the character one of them had to play was that of a haunted man called Boo Radley and when Scout refuses to play that character she is ridiculed by everyone and Jem tells her that she is getting more like a girl every day (67). Scout was a female already and she was not making herself one. This shows that women were ridiculed for being themselves in those days when the author was writing this novel. This also indicates clearly that in those days women were belittled and were treated as minorities. In this, the author tries to use the character of Jem to show the opinion of men on women in those days.
          Scout has a courageous character and does not want to be physically weak like the rest of the women in Maycomb. She wants to be outgoing and do what other women in her society are not doing. She is upset when Aunt Alexandra tells her how to be a lady (32). Aunt Alexander who is a very elegant woman sees Scout acting like a tomboy and she takes it upon herself to transform her into what a lady should be in the society and Scout was not happy with this and she complains of it by saying that it was the campaign of Aunt Alexandra to teach her to be a lady (229).  Aunt Alexandra is not comfortable seeing Scout act rigidly with other boys and this causes her to want to change Scouts habits and lifestyle. An analysis of the character of Miss Maudie also depicts the expectations of a woman's stance in society. When the trial begins to attract attention in the town Miss Maudie refuses to serve on the jury because she is a woman (221). This is the common belief in society and that is what is expected of the women. It is believed only men have the right to serve in the jury.
         In an effort to explain her perspective of feminism, she uses ironic language and the tone in her literature. It is ironic for Jem to tell Scout that she is getting like a girl every day yet she was a girl and she was not fabricating herself into being one (22).
           The feminist perspective has been extensively focused on in this novel in Chapter 9 Scout defended her status of being a female when Cecil yelled that Scout’s father was not supporting the Tom Robinson, a nigger.  This was a good illustration of how women were supposed to act like in those days. They were not supposed to make any quarrels or fight back if quarreled. From the above literature, we can assert that the work by Harper Lee was one of the first significant and bold moves to fight against feminism and fight for the rights and the voice of women in the society in a credible way.
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